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November 11, 2013

The Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Indian Affairs

MS-3648-MIB

1849 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Thirty-three years ago, the U.S. Congress was duped and the racial coverup continues.

Dear Sir:
It is ascertained in your mission statement “The Office responds to requests for information

from congressional staff...tribal leadership, members and organization and the public.
Congressional correspondence is coordinated though this Office.”

The rapprochement between the BIA and the Avoyel-Biloxi tribe is as cohesive as blacks
are cohesive with Louisiana’s Grand Wizard, David Dukes’ Ku Klux Klan. The Avoyel-
Biloxi has no representation in Congress and has entreated in script the Senatorial Leader,
Harry Reid for assistance which has not been forthcoming- the tribe’s entreaty to redress a
constitutional grievance that has not been forthcoming. The Avoyel-Biloxi continues to
exist as a tribe with a vigilant indifference to any contact with the BIA. Regrettably,
Congress has left the group an only alternative- a monthly racial exposé in the Alexandria
Daily Town Talk.

Either the Avoyel-Biloxi is lying or the BIA is lying. Either the Avoyel-Biloxi were part and
parcel of the amalgamated pan-tribal Tunica-Biloxi-Avoyel-Ofo alliance since 1700 or it
was not. The BIA will not affirm nor deny the status. There is historical evidence that will
convict if the BIA affirmation is no. Since 1980, the Avoyel-Biloxi has entreated the
government for an investigation into social cohesion. In like manner Congress’s southern
attitude with the President of the United States, thus goes the BIA’s racial attitude with the
Avoyel Biloxi.

The GAO has been willing to initiate an investigation into social cohesion perchance if
Senator Landrieu, the only elected Democratic Senator from Louisiana warrants it. She has
resisted the issue for 10 years. The Republicans have vigorously affirmed their disdain for
the black president which affirm to the group that a redress of grievance shall noflseeived OCLA-IA
forthcoming from them.
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Ms. Elizabeth Appel October 7, 2013
Office of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative Action

DOI Office of RACA - U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.-W., MS-4141-MIB

Washington, D.C. 20240

COMMENTS ON THE DISCUSSION DRAFT “1076-AF18"

Dear Ms. Appel:

Will the discussion draft comments address the BIA’s century-old
advocation and subscription to the stigma and labyrinth domino tenets of
social cohesion against the Avoyel-Biloxi and other black Native
Americans in the past and the present be developed, presented and
addressed in the discussion draft?

Will the discussion draft comments be developed and addressed in
straight talk depicting the impediment issues of social cohesion, which is
a euphemism for race-based discrimination-be developed, presented and
addressed in the discussion draft?

Will the discussion draft attempt to comment and address then reconcile
the status of any Black Native American group pilloried by the bigotry
of the BIA then visited on that black tribal group be developed, presented
and addressed in the discussion draft for some type of restitution to Black
Native American suffering or having suffered and endured social
cohesion indignation?

Will the draft comment and attempt to provide a parity of commutative
and distributive justice to black Native Americans having been formerly
part and parcel of any tribe or amalgamated pan-tribal member?

Will the draft posthumously comment and address the BIA’s coup d’état
role against the last traditional amalgamated pan-tribal chief Joseph
Alcide Pierite for his sole stance against social cohesion?

Sincerely
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Terryl M. Francisco
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The group has maintained a strong distinction from blacks and has excluded from
membership members who married blacks.

26

1930-31). In succeeding generations, intermarriage with non-Indian yomen
became quite common, with about half of Belizaire's children (by both wives)
marrying non-Indians. More of the Barbrys married non-Indiarns;

result of moving to Texas. The general picture is of a gradual rather than a
sharp increase, with a few of the current generation married to Indians. The
group previously had good connections with other Louisana Indian communities
besides Indian Creek, and a few marriage partners were found there, but more, it
would seem, among local non-Indians.

The maintenance of a probition against intermarriage with a specfic group is'one
measure of the social cohesion of a group. On the basis of currently available
genealogy and fragments of historical and ethnographic information, it appbars
that the group has generally maintained this kind of social boundary in relation
to blacks. There have in the past been a number of conflicts over black spouses
attempting to live on the reservation. Occasional temporary exceptions have
allowed some social association with part-black Tunica descendants.

Membership Requirements

The current tribal constitution calls for a membership requirements of % degree
Indian blood (of any kind), though this does not appear to be currently operative.
This CENA recommended charter probably reflected the idea at the time that a
% blood degree was what the Bureau wanted. It has become an issue of tribal
politics. The Barbrys are in general of lower blood degree, with some of the
latter generation of Texans 1/8 or less. The view of some of them is that it is
the blood tie, not the degree which counts. The counterargument is that the high
Pierite blood degree is due to their intermarriage with the Choctaw (actually
some Choctaw-Biloxi from Indian Creek) and further that they are Biloxi, not
Tunica.

The issue of whether to lower the blood degree has been put off until the
recognition process has been gone through, when it will be taken up again. It is
by no means decided, and doen't entirely follow factional lines. However, few
younger individuals are married to Indians and many in the current and the next
two generations of children will be less than % Indian.

he current membership is about 200 (Tunica-Biloxi 1979). During their earlier
efforts at recognition around 1970, Chief Joe Pierite had claimed a membership
of 600 (New Orleans Times-Picayune 1976). Whether this reflects an exaggera-
tion, or a wider body of individuals with ancestry from the village could not be
determined. Some of the difference may be accounted for by children of current
members not eligible to enroll under the current requirements. The roll is
currently closed until the recognition process is finished, but the current
leadership is willing to enroll in the future anyone who can document that they
‘ meet the requirements, even through they are not known locally and are

essentially out of contact with the tribe (F.D.).

Land

The land at Marksville is still referred to as the Indian village or the Indian
reservation. The current map of the tax assessor (map no. %) shows it as "Indian
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LAW OFFICE OF
MICHAEL F. KELLY

209 NORTH MAIN STREET

MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA 71351

TELEPHONE P.O. BOX 528
(318) 253-5815 FAX (318) 253-4846

E-MAIL: mkeliy1349@aocl.com

April 2, 2003

Mr. Terryl M. Francisco / ¢

Chairman, The Avoyel Tribe
517 Overton Street
Marksville, Louisiana 71351

RE:  Opinion Regarding Race-Based Exclusion (Social Cohesion)
Dear Chairman Francisco:

Thank you for your letter of March 13, 2003 requesting an opinion from me regarding Avoyel Tribe’s
contemplation of adhering to strict social cohesior in which the Tribe would prohibit intermarriage with
a specific group, in particular blacks.

It is my professional opinion that the practice of secial cohesion by the Avoyel Tribe could face a
legitimate challenge under the United States Constitution. Social cohesion is a euphemism for raced-
based discrimination. All forms of raced-based discrimination have fallen. The U.S. Constitution
prohibits discrimination based on sex and race. The Civil Rights legislation of 1965 prohibits
discrimination based on race when practiced by government entities and in certain situations, by
individuals. Even private clubs, the last bastion of segregation, can be attacked constitutionally when
they engage in interstate commerce. Certainly the drift of U.S. Constitutional law is to strike down all
forms of race-based discrimination.

Thus it would be my opinion that while social cohesion might be a legitimate attempt to maintain tribal
integrity it would nevertheless fail to pass constitutional muster. The Tribe will engage in interstate
commerce. The Tribe seeks recognition by the federal government. It is difficult to imagine how such an
entity could engage in race-based discrimination and not be in violation of the U. S. Constitution and
most of the Civil Rights legislation passed over the past 35 years. Istrongly urge that the Tribe refuse to
adopt such a policy.

Trusting the forgoing is satisfactory, I remain
Yours truly,

M
MKF/eg
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The significant difference between the Indian and the ‘genef&i schedules lies in
the nature of the additional questions asked of Indians. <F0r each Indian
enumerated, information was recorded regarding his native tribe as well as ‘the
native tribe of each parent; whether he had any white blood and, .xf SO, how
much; if married, was he living in polygamy; was hef.te}xed_; the year in which he
acquired citizenship and how; and whether he was living in a fixed or movable
dwelling. Answers to these special inquiries were judged reavsonaAbly accurate
since there were more disadvantages than advantages to being identified as
Indian in 1900.

Ten Indian households, totaling 32 Indians and 5 non-Indians, were enun‘:_arated in
the 1900 Indian census schedules for Avoyelles Parish Precinct | and six tmaliy
Indian households (25 persons) for the Spring Hill District, Ward &4 of Ra‘p;des
Parish.(9) Six of the eight early or historical families discussed below are clearly
visible among those enumerated as Indian in 1900.

Historical families were identified from the mid-1800' to the present using court
testimony, reports prepared by anthropologists and historians, recorded docu-
ments, and the 1900 Federal population census. Families present in 1980 are

Note the statement from above:

“For each Indian enumerated, information was recorded regarding his native tribe as well as
the native tribe of each parent; whether he had any white blood and, and if so, how much...”

The BIA’s racial bigotry policy directive of social cohesion, purged, removed and excluded
blacks from the tribal roll. No where in the Tunica-Biloxi acknowledgment is there a
reference to blacks except when stated that the Tunica refused to attend school with blacks,
that they refused to be classified for military service as black and excluded from
membership if they were black or married blacks. For this reason it was a joyous chant
throughout the village in 1980 :*“Tribal niggers need not subscribe.” The BIA served a
primary roll in this chant. The Tunica-Biloxi acknowledgment was a sole product of the
BIA that it compiled, that it researched, that it adjudicated and that it attested to Congress
that every jot and tittle of the U.S. Constitution and federal laws were in strict compliance
for equal justice. The BIA’s objective in this machination was for the Avoyel to be removed
by removing the obstacle for their removal, the last traditional chief, Joseph Alcide Pierite.
Then came the moment when the BIA acted as the Devil’s Advocate for removal of black
tribal members from the roll and to exude only the pure white blood to Congress. If
President Obama was an Avoyel-Biloxi he could secured the presidency, but he could never
be enrolled as an Avoyel-Biloxi by decree from his own Department of the Interior.
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